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M�ss�� From, Attorrie,y Cra,w-jorth-
AN OPIOID STORY 

I've changed his name. Let's call him Gerald. 

He was a laborer. And by that I don' t mean 
that he just did physical work. He was a 
card-carrying member the Labor 's Union 
local. And that meant a lot to him. 

I represented him for Social Security 
disability and Michigan Worker's 
Compensation benefits. 

Gerald was in his mid-S0's, although 
he looked older. He looked like a biker, 
although he was about my size. Heavily 
tatted. His Fu Manchu was braided. He 
reported a couple of injuries working 
for a pipeline company. His story was 
confusing. 

Gerald said he had been struck by his 
supervisor's pick-up truck leaving the job 
site. He'd injured a hand. Except he also 
had been working in a trench about the 
same time and fallen and injured the same 
hand about the same time. The stories 
morphed into one another. 

What was consistent was his reports of 
pain and his ability to get prescriptions 
written for opioids. Percocet. Oxycontin. 
Fentanyl. 

And dental problems. In the course of the 
Worker's Compensation case we found 2 
dentists also prescribed opioids. 

Despite these and other problems with the 
Worker's Compensation case, Gerald had 
a good Social Security case. 30 plus years 
of heavy physical work had taken its toll. 
He was restricted to work far below his 

usual exertional level. 

Worker's Comp was another matter 
because of the aforementioned problems. 
We agreed to resolve his case by way of 
redemption, however. The hearing was set 
for January 30, 2018. He would have to be 
in Detroit for the hearing. I got a phone 
call from a daughter on the 29th. Gerald 
had been found dead in a friend's place 
the day before. Best guess was an opioid 
overdose. 

2 days before his settlement hearing. 
Presumably he was celebrating. 

It was a few months before we got the 
death certificate, after the autopsy. Cause 
of death was cocaine, fentanyl and heroin. 
He was celebrating. 

It's a common scenario. We see it in teens. 
They start off sneaking opioids from their 
grandparent's medicine cabinets. Then, 
when they can't find pills they look to the 
street. And some of the street drugs are 
cut w / fentanyl so who knows which is the 
chicken and which is the egg? 

It's a national cns1s. The drug 
manufacturers, in search of greater profits, 
sold physicians on these deadly, addictive 
pain killers as a safe treatment for chronic 
pain. Opioids had been used to treat pain 
post-surgery for short period. And they 
were used to treat the pain of terminal 
cancer patients. But this was a game 
changer. 

Data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention show that since 
2000 deaths from opioids have nearly 
quadrupled. But for patients 55 and older 

the increase is 17-fold. It is estimated there 
are 95 overdose deaths a day in the U.S. 

According to a survey by the National Poll 
on Healthy Aging, sponsored by AARP 
and the University of Michigan, only 43% 
of seniors prescribed opioids were told of 
the dangers of overdosing by their doctors 
and only 37% were told what to do with 
unused pills. 

Medicare is footing the bill for many of 
these scripts. According to the Office of 
the Inspector General 1 in 3 Medicare 
Part D beneficiaries received at least one 
opioid script in 2016. And roughly 70,000 
received what the OIG calls "extreme 
amounts': 

Of course, Medicare fraud plays a role 
as well. Rouge doctors write scripts for 
Medicare recipients who then sell the pills 
on the street. 

Opioids are stolen from hospitals, 
pharmacies and clinics leading to 
occasional shortages for those who have 
legitimate need for opioids, such as cancer 
and burn victims. Doctors wind up 
rationing the meds for the patients with 
the greatest need. 

A couple of years ago a package arrived at 
my office with my address as the return 
address. It could not be delivered, as 
addressed, to someone in Minnesota. It 
contained 30 pills of what proved to be 
oxycodone. 

This is a public health crisis of the first 
order and one that will be difficult to 
resolve without a concerted effort by all 
the stake holders. 
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